Rearrangement and overexpression of the gene coding for tumor antigen p53 in a rat histiocytoma AK-5.
The gene coding for the cellular tumor antigen p53 is rearranged and overexpressed in a rat histiocytoma, AK-5. The protein coded by the gene was detected by immunofluorescence and its full size was confirmed by immunoprecipitation using monoclonal antibodies against p53. Southern hybridizations with a full length cDNA probe specific for p53 indicated rearrangement of the gene. Alterations in the upstream region, which probably disrupt the normal regulatory control are suggested by the pattern obtained using a 5'-specific p53 probe in Southern hybridization.